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1 ABSTRACT

The buzz concept of inclusive economic growth hesnbreceiving great emphasis in both academic and
industry dialogues, thus placing the socio-econdnaigsformation agenda on the spotlight not onlgauth
African cities but also in cities across the Afnazontinent. Drawing from the urgent need to restne the
South African economy as well as the relevant tstins that support the economy as a whole; thidys
investigates the role of spatial planning and loeabnomic development strategies in Kasi wealth
transformation, using Soshanguve Township as tse study. It can be argued that, as an empowering
strategy, effective strategic spatial plans neetbdoclearly expressed in LED policies. Using theiao
capital and the Right to the City theoretical lensthe paper assesses the perceptions of blackelsssi
owners in Soshanguve on spatial planning and theitweas shaped, or not, the viability of their ingsses.
The transformation of small-scale informal and séninal businesses into successful enterpriseshiinad

a fair share in the national economic space issiyated through perceptions. The paper also ogates

the influence of the interplay among spatial, eenigoand social dynamics in socio-spatial and ecaaom
transformation. A qualitative research approach wapglied where data was gathered from twelve (12)
small scale and informal business owners in Soshangsing semi-structured interviews. Qualitatietad
was also gathered from four (4) key informants; velne professionals that actively participate intigpa
planning and local economic development of Soshamdwownship. Content analysis was used to analyse
the data, where categories were deciphered and toseckate themes and GIS maps were produced to
visualise the spatiality of the small businesseSdashanguve. The paper argues that despite theoCity
Tshwane having LED initiatives, the clear and eoiplielationship and expression between stratguptia
planning and LED remains blurred. In order to aehienclusive and transformative growth, LED should
find clear and precise expression in strategiciagipalanning and property management to supporhsbp
entrepreneurs. Pursuant to that, strategic spatiahing should be simplified in order to accommniedhe
informal economy and place emphasis on strong carityneelation networks between local authorities an
planning policies. It is recommended that econotracsformation needs to begin epistemologically and
ideologically through the advancement of human Bgrment through sustainable planning practice and
community building efforts. The study concludesttiiiés can also be achieved through the developwient
stronger community networks (internal and extermiafit ensure township residents and business owners
equally participate in the national economy andtigoute to shaping its planning practice. From this
perspective, the City of Tshwane has ground to rcovehe coproduction of planning epistemologiesl an
practice towards a platform for inclusive and tfansative growth and social and economic justice.

Keywords : Inclusive economic growth; Economic sfammation; Social Capital; City of Tshwane; Spatia
Planning

2 INTRODUCTION

South African cities are dynamic and planning tlgesomd practices are under pressure to respondyenur
challenges. The socio-economic transformation agdras been on the spotlight in planning policy and
practice particularly in South Africa and acrose #frican continent. The planning of previously isec
spatially and economically marginalised areas Skeith African townships into sustainable entitiesains

a challenge. With the current emphasis of inclugivewth and transformation, governing policies and
implementation strategies should align accordin@gnall, medium and micro enterprises (SMMEs) are
crucial to economic development and growth in Sdftiica. Inclusive growth and socio-economic justic
are intrinsically tied. The right to the city coptend social capital imaginings should be usecenoften as
planning tools for planning theory and practiceetinto spatial planning and LED. The paper urgegHer
clear expression of strategic spatial planning EDLpolicies in order to achieve the objectives loé t
transformation agenda. There is an urgent needréogthen South Africa’s economy and the country’s
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government institutions that support the econonmy tareffect change in its dismal economic growtbuts
Africa’s total economic growth rate was 1.8 percen2018 plunging to 1.3 percent in 2019, with eore
high in unemployment rate at 27 percent in 2018 28gbercent in 2019 — equating to about 16.5 millio
jobless people, in the countryThe South African economy is part of the five &sgand emerging
economies in Sub-Saharan Africa with a stagnantsdifidd 0,4% economic growth compared to its siste
Sub-Saharan African countries i.e. Angola, NigeSiadan and Ghana with growth averages of 2% (World
Bank, 2020); thus the economic growth agenda isnsified. An urgent need also exists to implement
mechanisms that restructure the country’s failiogr®my, and which this paper addresses. Entrepri@he
activity mainly takes place in SMMEs which gener8&% of the country’'s GDP (Nieuwenhuizen and
Nieman, 2009). Meanwhile, SMMEs have been promaiete 1995 to boost economic growth and
sustainability in areas where government has faleort to create employment for citizens (Berryakt
2002:1-2 and Rogerson, 2006:38). Alongside physnfedstructure investment in South African Towrpshi
such as Soshanguve, chosen case study, econoralttyvis equally important. Musakwa (2008:24)
highlights tangible and intangible locational fastsuch as access to roads and markets and qoflifg
which are invaluable to local economic developm@ED) and important to generate business, ‘kasi’
[township], wealth.

The extent to which spatial planning, LED strategiand encouragement of SMMEs as grassroots
interventions, have enhanced the circumstanceslaifk bentrepreneurs and distribution of wealth in
townships has been a subject of debate. It camdueed that, as an empowering strategy, effectinategic
spatial plans need to be clearly expressed in lecahomic development (LED) policies. Using theiaoc
capital and the Right to the City lenses, the passesses the perception of black business owners i
Soshanguve on spatial planning and the way it hagexl (or not) the viability of their businesselse Tirst
section of this paper discusses the emergencewarght status and debates of spatial planning &fd in
South African cities. In addition, it discusses tioée that spatial planning and LED plays in thetsp
reengineering of the township space economy whielvigwed as a vehicle and a viable mechanismubo sp
economic growth and strengthen South Africa’s eaondby restructuring the country’s socio-economic
development, and which is centred on a Kasi wegdtihsformation approach in the Soshanguve Towrighip
the City of Tshwane of the Gauteng Province, Sahitfica. Second, the theoretical lenses adopted, i.e
social capital and the right to the city conceptha research and their integration with plannimepty and
practice are elucidated. It will continue to expamd the methodological approach adopted and the
presentation and discussion of the four emergingmts namely; rethinking of functional business
environment and local governance, business advarteamd capacity building, socio-economic hardships
and land and infrastructure investment as wellrasgmtation, analysis, discussion of findings. \\fri@ that
despite the City of Tshwane having local econongeetbpment (LED) initiatives, the clear and explici
relationship and expression between strategic alpptanning and LED remains blurred. This paper,
therefore, recommends that economic transformatiayit to draw on both epistemological and ideolalgic
factors to advancing human development throughltareuof sustainable planning practice. In conahgdi
the paper, it is argued that the transformatiomdgeof socio-economic development of town planning,
which is used as a vehicle can be achieved withinligtic approach that include: rigorous developtraf
building stronger community networks with a viewaiesuring that township residents and business imwne
equally participate in, and contribute to, the shgpand planning practice of strengthening the omeati
economy towards restructuring of socio-economicettgyment within township planning for inclusive
economic growth.

3 LITERATURE REVIEW

Literature surrounding local economic developmehiED) and spatial planning is broad and
multidisciplinary. This section provides an ovewief scholarly work on the township space economy a
to understand various factors involved in the pmestransformation of black-owned business in South
African townships. In addition, it conceptualisbe background of South African townships with reigao
spatial planning and LED. It carries on by discogghe theoretical integration of social capitad &me right

! See Trading Economics data on South Africa’s emvadlisposition including growth rates and unempieynt
outlook  <https://tradingeconomics.com/south-afgdp-growth>;  and,  <https://tradingeconomics.contisou
africa/lunemployment-rate>, accessed 27 March 2019.
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to the city concepts as pro-poor and sustainalaenghg tools towards LED and socio-spatial justitiee
emergence and current status on spatial plannidgL&D in South African townships has evolved from
segregationist tools to inclusive domains (van Vegkl Oranje, 2014). The planning theory shift wasan
focus towards the integration of both economic tgwment and spatial planning mechanisms. Gumede
(2018:4) outlines that a renewed socio-economi@ldgvnent approach is warranted, especially in Afric
cities and currently and previously distressedsar8amilarly, Walby (2018:45) posits that the ralting of

a new approach for economic growth is largely ddpabon a sound and just socially inclusive strateg
With the current emphasis on economic progress ibéscand regions according to the Global
Entrepreneurship Monitor (GEM) (2016:6), South A#'s entrepreneurial activity compared to other
developing countries like Ghana, Nigeria, Ugandtjdpia, Malawi, Zambia, Namibia and Botswana is
worryingly low where low economic growth is almasipossible to achieve. The literature argues toatts
African townships are in desperate need to be enangrowth engines (Mahajan, 2014). The creation of
industries as a form of entrepreneurship is theklb@me of economic growth and township economy
(Nieman and Nieuwenhuizen, 2009).

Emerging economies in Africa such as Ghana whakadjes between spatial planning and LED have been
explored prove the need for sustainability and eodn vitality. In England, Morphet (2010:16) empisas
that the economic role of spatial planning has lme#n adequately supported to have land identifoed f
economic growth. The conceptual approaches of lscafstal and the right to the city can be juxtagb$o
spatial planning and LED planning theories and fpzac Social capital is a vital instrument in caleging
cooperative and collective ways in which econombaicement can occur. Social capital, as a policy
analysis tool, examines at its core, social reteips between people and how they generate p®sitiv
outcomes (Szreter, 2000 and Solow in Dasgupta @nag8ldin, 2001: 6-7). Abrahams (2003:196) agrees
with the latter by stressing the fact that no nmaltew big or small, rich or depressed a commursty i
partnerships between role-players are essenttheihED process. Similarly could be said for, Hq@02)
where Social Capital is regarded useful in poveetuction and sustainable development.

Knorringa and van Staveren (2007) in the attemptirtpack social capital employing a social economic
approach, stress the fact that there are threestneéim perceptions to social capital such as futdity
function; second, an individual resource (Bourdiewned by firms and individuals and third, an instent

to reduce risks. Furthermore, social capital camibled into two notions, firstly, bonding capitahere
strong social ties are based on a social identith s organisational culture, ethnicity, religigander, and
family whereas bridging social capital is descrilbsdveak social ties across society in which inidial and
organisational behaviour is held together by deegsoup members who share common values. The
complex economic, political and social processas shape urban spaces and inform urban transfamnsati
can be understood through the Right to the Cityceph The Right to the City concept has its foulaadatin
Lefebvre’'s (1991: 27-28) ideas on the productionspfice where social actions are incorporated in a
representational social space where social netwawk®e into play. Agreeably so, Harvey (2008: 23)fis
the opinion that the collective power of individsiab reshape and remake their cities and sociaksgahe
most neglected right. The Right to the City impetasie about not simply because of intellectualinydout
through urban revolutions and demands of oppregssgple desperate to change their socio-economic
circumstances (Harvey, 2012: xiii). Linked to thime can note that social and support networks as
economic tools have been key to grant access tooewo opportunities and active participation. Patna
suggests that social capital is lost when commumétiyvorks decline and an individualistic agendanps
(OECD), 2001: 102-105).

With regard to neighbourhoods in the City of Tshejailorn (2004:329) concluded that community
consensus and social relations in both black aniteveneas was weak in the early 2000s. Howevergmor
needs to be understood about how social capitaisiregard can be mobilised and linked to spatehning
and socio-economic livelihood initiatives. The effee use of land, understanding and cooperatidvwesn
LED planning and black entrepreneurs in Soshangawecreate possible solutions for the current ehgks
black-owned businesses face and towards an inelysiwned township space economy.

4 OBJECTIVES /RESEARCH QUESTIONS
The paper has twin objectives and these are;

0] To assess the perceptions of business owneé$eshanguve on spatial planning efforts
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(ii) To examine how they view the role of spatidédnning in shaping (or lack of it in) the viabilitf
their businesses.

5 APPROACH AND METHODOLOGY

Data was collected from 3 main sources: intervigvadicy documents and visual mapping. A qualitative
research approach was employed to gather datatwehae (12) small scale and informal business owner
in Soshanguve using semi-structured interviews. $hwll scale and informal business owners were
purposively selected from the City of Tshwane’s SEBViand Informal Traders database. The business
owners were categorised to produce a mix of youmpadder, and male and female business owners.|Smal
scale business owners were chosen from prevalenbatc sector activities in South African townshiie
Soshanguve. The economic sector activities inclemlestruction and services, manufacturing applied to
industrial production and retail amongst, agricdtwith links to agro-processing, retail can alsolude
spaza shops, services linked to business procdassuncing (BPO) and ICT, business services such as
lawyers and medical practitioners, personal andséleold services such as plumbing and mechanics,
transport and tourism. Geographical Informationt&ys (GIS) data was collected from the Geoinforesati
department at the CTMM in order to produce highliguanaps of the study area and geo-political fexto
using ArcGIS 10.2, a GIS computer programme foktgsanalysis and mapping.

Merrel and Tisdell (2015:164) state that the usetlo$ information emanates from the researchers
industriousness — which will geographically displaysiness land parcels and location of businessersyn
Qualitative data was also gathered from four (4y k&formants; who are professionals that actively
participate in spatial planning and local econodéwelopment of Soshanguve Township. Content arsalysi
using ATLAS.ti 8.0 was used to analyse the datarevldecode system was built and codes were asstgned
transcriptions. Assigned codes were further categdrinto code families and categories were decgthe
and used to create themes. In addition, GIS map® weoduced to visualise the spatiality of small
businesses with relation to mixed use vacant ladgts in Soshanguve earmarked for mixed land aises
strategic investment. The City of Tshwane MetrdpaliMunicipality’s (CTMM'’s) Integrated Development
Plan (IDP) and the Regional Spatial Developmeniriémgorks (RSDFs) for Region 1, where Soshanguve is
situated, the Spatial Planning and Land Use Managerct (SPLUMA), By-laws and LED policies such
as the National Small Business Act have been raeadetw gain a sense of the status quo of LED pdgliitie
Soshanguve integration of LED and spatial planipiolicy and practice.

6 RESEARCH ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS / RESULTS

An inductive approach was used with the transaigiwhere the data was first level and open codadyu
ATLAS.ti 8.0. From the long list of codes producedtegories were constructed and were named aerd giv
definitions. The process where the researcher pephe data and conducting different analysessitieng

and the interpretation of linguistic or visual m&ke and moving into a deeper understanding and
representing the data to inference larger mearfinigta is called data analysis (Creswell, 2013 Mediam

and Tisdell, 2015). A total of 79 codes were gemefrand sorted and categorised into 9 categoriéshwh
were given definitions and scaled down to four egimg themes. Code groups were created and further
reduced to the overarching emerging theme. Fidubelow depict the first level codes that wereha t
abstract level which were analysed and lifted ihgir respective categories (i.e. SUPP Calls féective
business support structures) and generated emeigntes as listed in Table 1 further below (i.eermb:
Business advancement and capacity building and etimerging themes that are rethinking the functiona
business environment and governance, land andsiniidure investment and socio-economic hardships).
Figure 1 below, is an example of how themes weréveld from categories subsequent to derived codes
from transcription$.

The study area map provided in Figure 2 belowsitates the location of participant business owiretke
‘Soshanguve Crossing node’ along Ruth first Road, Aubrey Matlala Street. This specific locationais
node with activity streets and proposed specialesgility areas. According to the RSDF (2013) thisle
should stimulate strategic investment not onlyriteil developments but for commercial areas whidh

2 A total of 79 codes were generated and sortedcatefjorised into 9 categories which were givennitedhs and
scaled down to four emerging themes.
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stimulate the local economy. The vacant land paraeloss Soshanguve crossing mall, south, belangs t
private developers where the location of informasihess owners trade. Across the Soshanguve agossin
mall, east, land is zoned for medium-high residgrdievelopments but along the activity street (Aybr
Matlala), small scale and informal businesses amriing, also where the location of participant infal
business owners trade. To the north of the shoppalyis the research, education and technologyredor
Soshanguve, the Tshwane University of TechnologWT(T primary and secondary schools; these
institutions are described as strategic investn@gis and need integration with a view to achieving
inclusive cities and economies (RSDF, 2013: 154@p-Befittingly so, this is where most businedseste
themselves — close to the community and infragtreavhich will be discussed in depth in section 9.4

is cause of

[Scsriancuve EAsT,

P < e {11 e 45T X03) &
e — e Kilometres| .
000501 02 03 04 =

91700 51400 91100

Figure 2: Study area depicting location of busirmssers — Soshanguve crossing node

The RSDF (2013) does cater for non-residential lzsek like small scale business by means of tluniez

of the properties. However the properties to bemed should meet the minimum requirement of meaguri
500m2 in extent as indicated by the town plannghefward. The average property size in Soshangoge
most townships in South Africa ranges between 20Gand 250 m2 (COT Soshanguve, Approved township
layouts — average property size). This clearlydathis that the local spatial and economic develapmet
only do they not speak to each other but frusteaue are a hindrance to the development of smatkbla
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enterprises. In addition, such hindrances placeshrmeeded spotlight on the inability to secure tenu
through private or public funded (e.g., lease topalienation of council property or the sale/pasth of
council property) means. Local development promoaald projects are often frustrated by land retjomsi
processes, which further heightens the current deetdite in South Africa. Local business ownergystaito
submit, finalise and pay towards land developméemlieations because of cash flow issues couplet wit
lack of planning policy information, guidelines apdocesses. Metropolitan and local municipaliti&s |
City of Tshwane and City of Johannesburg are noallehged to align their planning and enforcement by
laws with the proposed enactment of the TownshipnBmic Development Act by provincial government.
The Act is a piece of legislation that is set tdlock many of the business enterprises’ developahemtd
growth challenges.

The map overleaf, Figure 3 (mixed used vacant lpatels), was created through desktop analysis of
strategic land parcels and their respective owter3the land parcels abuts the R80 Mabopane Highway
the east and intersects with mobility roads RutistHioad, to the north, Umphafa road, to the wast
Hebron road to the south. The vacant land parcedslargely owned by both local and provincial
government. This also illustrates the need for perative governance in the realisation of transédiom
goals. This is evident in the majority of businessier participants having a clear expectation ftoenCity

of Tshwane Metropolitan Municipality to create aadacive business environment, which emerged styong|
in the study. The alignment of national, provin@ald local government capital projects has alwaenta
point of contention where implementation is coneernNational development goals such as the three
highlighted in the National Development Plan (ND®)mely 1. Eradication of poverty 2. Inclusive and
accelerated economic growth and 3. Sustainable conties should ultimately trickle down to local
implementation projects through the governmentdnary. One the one hand, the importance of business
sites and location are associated with co-opergivernance and on the other hand, is contradatesell
because of the precarious position informal busiregners find themselves in operating their busiees
along road reserves between 5 to 15 metres froom#ie mobility roads.
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Figure 3: Map depicting ownership of mixed use wad¢and parcels in emerging node

This heightens and deepens the urgent need tosatteéend which is visible as well as close to aband
physical infrastructure. Proposed residential tdvimslevelopments are largely owned by private dgpes

as private investment projects and in some instngecollaboration for the Department of Human
Settlements through the Reconstruction DeveloprResgramme (RDP) houses. Local government is under
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pressure to plan for and implement for economictresnand activities for areas that were previously
excluded like Soshanguve, a predominantly blackieesial township. What are the economic trade-affd
land use negotiations between private developerajranities and local government. The desktop aisalys
of Figure 3 (mixed used vacant land parcels), wapired by the possible implementation of one ef th
sustainability principles of the Spatial Plannimgld.and Use Management Act (SPLUMA), the optima us
of existing infrastructure towards the transforratdf our cities for inclusive growth. Below is artract
from the City of Tshwane’s RSDF, 2013, Figure 4gventhe north-western vacant land parcel ownedéy t
City of Tshwane (Portion 1 of the farm Kruisfont@89-JR) as de.picted in Figure 3 (mixed-use valeanut
parcels) is a cemetery which constitutes only 214he land. In addition, it illustrates the current
development trajectories informed by the City ohwane’s spatial development strategy where economic
development and growth are crucial. Figure 5 ispdica of Figure 4 only illustrating the future @ééespment
strategy where the land parcels that are blue ewbtathich abut the Mabopane Highway (R80) are
earmarked for mixed land uses specifically comnagreses associated with promoting businesses.

ONDERSIEP

Figure 4 (left): RSDF map depicting allowable larsgsiin emerging and current nodes (RSDF, 2013)ré&(right): Future, local
and community nodes and corridors (Draft RSDF, 2017)

The manner in which participant business locatenfedves was found to be influenced by close prayimi
to infrastructure such as: roads, shopping cergasal amenities, housing developments, and arotreys
and to be equally visible to community members gg&ians and motorists. The importance of busisitss

are found to be a cause of the potential for bsse® to grow economically. In addition, it is abde
stimulate healthy competition among business wisih result in economic growth. Notwithstanding the
presence of retail developments, which are perdease mixed positive and negative outlooks and where
some participants interviewed in the case studpcems with their presence while others had noe Th
importance of business sites and location, anditbent need to access to land are key findingsusissd
later on in this paper.

The categories derived from codes and translateal émerging themes are tabulated below with the
category definitions. It links with Figure 1 des®d earlier. The four main emerging themes inclugde:
rethinking of functional business environment anchl governance; ii) business advancement and itgpac
building; iii) socio-economic hardships; and ivipthand infrastructure investment.

7 RESEARCH CONTRIBUTION

Inclusive growth and socio-economic justice areingtcally tied. The right to the city concept asakcial
capital imaginings should be used more often asnit@ tools for planning theory and practice lirted
spatial planning and LED. It will also urge for tiokear expression of strategic spatial plannind.BED

policies in order to achieve the objectives ofttla@sformation agenda.

8 RESEARCH LIMITATIONS

This paper is a glimpse of a master's dissertafidre use of Computer assisted qualitative dataysisal
(CAQDAS) requires more technical support. The stedgured trustworthiness through triangulation wher
multiple data sources were used to build a complieteire of a phenomemenon. Opoku, Ahmed and Akotia
(2016:40) proffer that the usage of multiple datection methods grants the researcher the oppitytto
‘triangulate their findings to provide more solid@ence and a better representation of the so@abiv
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9 DISCUSSIONS AND CONCLUDING REMARKS

The findings are based on the perceptions of bssimevners in Soshanguve of how they view spatial
planning efforts and the way it has shaped (or o) viability of their businesses and discussed an
expanded below.

1. Theme: Rethinking of functional business envinent and local governance

Categories:

Expressions about relations between business aredrgunent

Definition: Opinions on relationship between business ownetsvamicipal officials.

Patronage in local governance

Definition: General comments about municipal official corruptémd impacts on business development.

Need for more localised and community based plannin

Definition: Common views about the need to include the commuwtien drafting planning policy.

2. Theme: Business advancement & capacity building

Categories:

Calls for effective business support systems

Definition: General remarks concerning business education andgement.

Positive and negative business trajectories

Definition: General comments about business potential.

Business inputs and social impacts

Definition: Range of comments about social ills affecting lalforce and business performance.

3. Theme: Socio-economic hardships

Categories

References to poverty

Definition: Overall complaints about current economic condgion

4. Theme: Land and infrastructure investment

Categories

Land and infrastructure availability

Definition: Overallcomments about accessing space and infrastructubeifiness activities.
Table. 1 Findings themes and categories — Rese#audy 5indings

9.1 Rethinking of functional business enviorment and loal govrenance

As part of policy document analysis, it is onlyural to consult the regional spatial developmeariework
(RSDF) as the strategic spatial planning tool fout8 African municipalities. This is also true ftire
integrated development plan (IDP) as a local ecana@velopment (LED) tool for economic growth. The
location of business owners was imperative at thtsed for the holistic approach adopted in the pape
Businesses of interest were ones that were aloagoedc activity streets and informally along matyili
roads as well as around strategic land uses. Sgshans a historically black residential area where
economic activities lacked and had limited socabikes (Naidoo, 2011; Mngadi, 2013). With the euatr
emphasis on sustainable development and self-mufficommunities, transforming the economy andiapat
challenges is at the forefront. The township econdsndynamic and boasts a plethora of black-owned
businesses. Small scale and informal businessethateeart of the township economy and are faceld wi
numerous challenges that stifle growth. Figurei®.2 map depicting the location of the 12 smallesead
informal business owners. The businesses are tbaaithin the ‘Soshanguve Crossing” node which is
shown as the study area and are located southaabafethe “Soshanguve Crossing Mall” shown on Fégu
5.2. The study area is strategically located tatsgic land uses such as the Tshwane University of
Technology (TUT) (RSDF, 2013). Businesses shouttht® within nodes where mixed uses, retail and
offices are envisioned along activity streets,pr@alised areas for strategic investment (ibidufe 5.3 is

a map that tells a story of the investment potéritia vacant land parcels with respective stakedold
ownership. The perceptions of the business owrerts deek for a transparent and effective government
system emerge strongly from the study. Examplesefirfor community cohesion:

“The thing is we don't get invited to such thinggh you know the schooled people will tell you thds
above your pay grade as they put it. But we doettigvited to such things even when it comes tottinn
planning of this area, it would be nice for theyGif Tshwane to engage with people who will be hgyand
selling and staying in those areas; even the tdanngrs to be honest they failed to plan for theaathe
VV's. Because there is too much congestion atrtiféic lights.™

In addition, not only is the relationship betweearsibess owners and local government important lmrem
so between the business owners as a community wdsdinked and associated with a form of community
support as co-operation between business ownettseirsights and hopes to create possible consortiums
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Community cohesion is also largely dependent oongtmetworks and links where the lack of planning
policy information can be attributed to weak actorizenry and participation. These effects caro dis
strongly felt with political inferences impactingrsice delivery with the change in political leastdp in the
city. This has been also evident in the importaaroe functioning of municipal customer care centwdsch
form part of business support structures on the lmarad but contradicts lack of information aboutdlan
parcels (business premises) on the other hand.riafe (2013) argues that African cities should be
premised on relational webs and that developmemtldhoe steered by the shared role of governmest an
local institutions as well as businesses wherd ind social consensus are present. An exampleoahd
covered include the Townships Economic Developrdarit(National Treasury, 2017) where the act will
nullify municipal planning by-laws, which are buueaatic “red tape” in nature and hinder economumagh
and prioritise business enterprises to grow in ltteal economic an industrial space. With that said
community transformation cannot occur in isolationcities and regions, it has to be accompanied by
institutional transformation. Institutional tranefeation with one of the pressing issues is the lsyorgcity,
alignment and effectiveness of all South Africavegmment spheres: national, provincial and locedugh
where Pereira et al (2017) posit that cities glgbalre positioned to identify, adopt and implement
transformational solutions. This paper argues degpened community-based and collaborative planring
essential in the planning and implementation ofpilag policy and theory.

9.2 Business advancement and capacity building

The overall outlook on business trajectories wamdbto be largely positive. The factors affectingsiness
advancement and transformation could be attribtaddw education levels and lack of skills develamin
training especially for the youth. While on the drand, this may be attributed to the lack of comityuend
local government LED initiatives and more so theklaf information dissemination and it doesn’t get
filtered down the right channels. On the other dadal government has been recognised for the bssin
programmes they do roll out but the lack of mommgrand evaluation of business also emerged. Widh t
being the case, the overall impediment to busiadsancement and growth was found to be the urgead n
for access to land where sentiments of land owipensikere shared to better equip business owners with
resources by means of financial institutions. ThHeeoside affecting business outputs are the aatpals
(labour) affected by social impacts such as preway@uth substance abuse which can be attributed to
aggravated unemployment conditions and the undkileuth. Other social aspects that emerged were
references to oversupply of similar businessesobgidgn nationals which warranted a negative outlonk
the future and stimulated feelings of worthlessn&ébe potential for business growth was unwaverethb
presence of retail developments while other busir@sners felt retail developments have competitive
pricing models due to their large scale existel¢iile the business support structures were crétti® lack
diversity but diverse business opportunities weneg@ived. Example of business inputs (labour) &dfibby
lack of business management skills:

“The thing is when it comes to looking for funds rmiyallenge mostly is that there are a lot requirgse
They want a lot of things you end up being confugbdy want business plans, financial statemends an
reports. Everything should be in order, and youemer | told you that if your management skills are
lacking you won't be able to compile all of thisuyeee. So now when you read there you see theythiant
and that you can’'t comprehend and you see whicmsnehave to fix my business plan, when it comes to
financial projections you can’t do therh.”

This need for a conducive environment and suppgstesis for local businesses is clear where local
businesses should capacitate themselves if theyoar@nsform, grow and eventually build wealth.eyh
need to be cognisant of various development oppities through education and support of local
government. What do we mean by wealth creationlyKicKingley and Duncan (2016) state that ‘wealth’
is building an economy that is inclusive and locdlkld by the community. Friedmann (2007) agredh wi
the latter and continues to state that the trueltivesf a city-region vests in ‘human, social, cudty
intellectual, natural, environmental and urban &ss€his would enable a sustainable city wheregian is
able to invest in tangible assets and reduce depeydon outside capital. Social capital of black
communities is paramount in the realisation of camity building goals. Social capital can only warkd

be efficient when collaborations are sound and aluiwst exists and the ability to depend on eatlero
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The development of cultural capital is paramounicilis equally as important as social capital. Tgaper
argues that black communities see no value in wmity thus lack individual agency as well as calect
agency to change and ultimately build wealth fairtitommunities. In addition, the value system agsbn
black communities has diminished where intangiblealitjes such as integrity, organisational skills,
individual agency and trust, which are central donmunity and wealth building, are absent or difida
find. The continued absence and overlooking oflatier community characteristics will see the comtd
impoverishment of black communities and no reahagible transformation.

9.3 Socio-economic hardships

The reference to persistent poverty emerges stydingin the situation on the ground where there are
proliferation of informal businesses and informattiements who somewhat possesses an individgalisti
agenda purely because of they are survivalistsatnra. The unemployed labour force, all ages, becom
precarious to social ills such as prevalent youith substance abuse linked to reduced businessinpthe
advancement of businesses. The current socio-ecorf@rdships experienced may be linked to perceived
lack of tangible improvement since democracy. Thisupported by Naidoo (2011) she revealed thatlsma
portions of people in one of her selected aredshwane, Soshanguve claimed that their lives bedantme
socio-political transition of those areas. An exdmpf perception on tangible improvement since
democracy:

“You see that there’s nothing that the governmeneally doing to assist us, count from the ye&618ll
now 2018, 22 years of nothing.”

In addition it emerged that the false pretenceasfibhip and poverty could be attributed to the gmieas
business environment, informal business owners fiirganselves in. As well, the lack of community and
local government LED initiatives espoused feelilmfsabandonment by the municipality whose sole
mandate, they believe, is service delivery to mesiy disadvantaged areas. The latter coupled thigh
presence of foreign nationals creating competigooked perceptions of worthlessness. Arendse atedl Pa
(2014:10) provide insight on the importance for gting and ongoing support from local government t
further strengthen community efforts as well asedi®y clear local-local and local-external connetioln
the urgent need for poverty eradication and grosftlocal business, communities should learn fromwhea
other. This spirit of efficient networks should imstilled in a way a business is run as well cail@ions
with various local government departments as wed@nmunity members.

9.4 Land and infrastructure investment

Some parts of Soshanguve’s vacant land parcelsratevelopable because they are underlain by wetland
The trend to create parks for residential aregsrasninent and proof of that. A few of the land pdsc
earmarked for mixed uses are categorised as ecalagipport areas but still largely transformablenixed
land uses. The mixed use potential vacant landefsaowned by the City of Tshwane illustrated inufe
5.3, the north-western part at the intersectioRwth First and Umphafa roads are currently usedsanan

in the future RSDF, Figure 5.4 (RSDF, 2013) and(RSDF, 2017), as a cemetery for Soshanguve. Qme ca
also note that although this land is currently usgda cemetery, it only constitutes 21% of thearecl05
hectares owned by the local authority. Figure %id 8.5 illustrate the current development trajeesoof
Region 1 of the city. It is a result of strategiwvestment efforts in the area through bulk infradtire
services and retail opportunities through privatgestment. The overall consenus emerging from the
analysis is that there indeed is an urgent neecdoess to land and infrastructure for businegsites.
This is justified by the willingness of the pargiants to rent municipal or private land:

“The most important thing is a shelter and/or sjeraeven if they say we should rent from them bdutdw
Tshwane they won’t charge us rent of more than Ri#tOAormally would be R100 or less around R80
especially there around Mabopane Station, the geditzere, they pay around R80 and in Ga-Rankuwe the
is storage there as well for the same price. i gxpensive and maybe the price has gone up,’t ttonk
the rent would be more than R120.”
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Although the willingness of business to acquirenioipal or private owned land is justified, the dency

for both private and the municipality to retain daand not lease or sell emerged during the research
undertaken for this paper. This then, in turn caditts the urgency of access to land and the exjact
from business owners to the city to provide a conguenvironment towards an inclusive economy. The
fact that the city is more likely to sell prime thto private developers for capital injection ire tbity’s
budget is paradoxical towards community buildinfpe$. The informal businesses are located aloregst
reserves, Ruth First road and Aubrey Matlala Stapelt the uncertainty of conducting business is tilagin
although a 85% positive outlook on the future. Tomild also be related to the capacity building and
advancement of businesses where they are requireahiply but hold negative views about having asces
to land. As strong as the perceptions of the lamektion, the fact that the majority of strategicdgarcels
available for development and are privately ownEus study is showcasing the potential for thecedfit
use of relational webs and social networks throtigh right to the city concept and, social capital
respectively to achieve inclusive growth on thengfarmation agenda. Our urban centres are taskée to
resilient in undertaking urban challenges throdghdptimal use of infrastructure and through investt in
order to install the necessary infrastructure neglito support local businesses. Development paesdo
appear visibly when businesses are expected to lgowifh municipal by-laws and maintain safety and
order yet there is a clear indication of the peregilack of business premises and inability to aegsuch
premises as a result of strained finances anddaristitutional support:

“l can say maybe due to financial issues becauisegif get that land, | won't be able to build evdlop the
land.”

Space is a place or an area where things can happdhe absence of space, there is a multitude of
hindering factors to the growth of a business. aherage residential property size in Soshangu28dsm?2
where favourable business sites are expectedderl@nan 500 m2. One would argue that spatial phann
hasn't been robust enough to see the rectificatidnstorical imbalances in society. In additiomeomay
argue that although there are blurred lines betwheoretical socially just planning policies verghe
implementation thereof; perhaps, spatial planniag been given a new facade. The urge to challdrege t
current status quo exist as well as pushing newvlguage frontiers. Growth in the Sub-Saharan African
region is expected to firm to 2.9 percent in 202@] accelerate further to an average of 3.2 pemceti21-

22; In South Africa, growth is expected to firmG® percent in 2020, before strengthening to anaaesof

1.4 percent in 2021-22 (World Bank, 2020: 143). Wities, regions and municipalities as engines for
economic growth, the investment potential of suebians/spaces have to align themselves accordingly.
Types of investment in Soshanguve are largely eesial and retail developments and industrial and/o
manufacturing developments take a backseat. Suthogirthe currently ongoing and heated South African
land debate, it is befitting that this was the megiressed theme. The paper has highlighted thertemre

of economic infrastructure, access to land andsitment in township economies and their symbiotic
relationships.

This paper has provided an understanding of theepéions that black business owners possess in
Soshanguve towards the possible transformatioheofawnship economic space local businesses oparate

It drew a picture of the current phenomenon unigaggin the ‘Soshanguve Crossing node’ surroundgd b
the latest extensions of Soshanguve have inefficeconomic investment to diversify economic
opportunities (RSDF, 2017: 15-34). The scarcitgréffiore, inhibits the adequate development of médr
township economies to enhance entrepreneurial develnt towards wealth creation and self-reliant
communities. Stronger community networks shoulddstered and conscious effort in strengtheningehos
networks by various stakeholders especially themoanity themselves is possible. The most pertingsue
black communities need to realise is that therefaregreater and more powerful external forces sagh
market forces where the export momentum is foredagi be hindered by weak external (global) demand
for products and goods (World Bank, 2020: 144-%) internal forces thus need to be significantuced
through trust, collective agency, pooling of fineshcand human resources to create a conducivedsssi
environment. Notwithstanding the role and respalitsilof local government and institutions to fatike
such an environment through the relief of frustfalbeisiness processes. The transformation of toywnshi
space economies has yet to be ticked off as onkeofransformation and economic growth agendas. The
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paper concludes that significant strides have lbalean, from policy perspective, for township ecoiesrto
grow but the implementation and robustness lagksaaddition, participant business owners have redeal
that spatial planning efforts haven't catered toe viability of their businesses to grow or tramsfoand
ultimately generate wealth. The paper further asthes by urging the City of Tshwane (local governthen
realise that they have ground to cover in the adyetion of planning epistemologies and practiceams a
platform for inclusive and transformative growthdagocial and economic justice. From this perspective
City of Tshwane has ground to cover in the coprédocof town planning epistemologies and practice
towards a platform of achieving inclusive and tfansative growth and social and economic justice.
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